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	COOPERATIVA DE CONSERVACIÓN Y DESARROLLO COMUNITARIO SUSTENTABLE “SANTA LUCÍA”

	
	Acuerdo Ministerial N0. 068            Telf: 02 2 157 242              administracion@santaluciaecuador.com



Getting to Santa Lucía
You can get a taxi to La Ofelia from the centre of Quito which will cost approx $6. Ask the taxi driver to take you inside the Terminal Microregional. (If the driver drops you off outside you may end up paying 25 centavos just to enter the Terminal.) Look for a sign saying Transporte Intercantonal and the MINAS ticket office.

OR you can catch the metro to La Ofelia. The nearest metro station to the Mariscal area is the Seminario Mayor. The metro costs 25 centavos. It takes about 35 minutes from the Seminario Mayor to La Ofelia. Once inside La Ofelia Metro Station, look for a sign that saysIngreso Transporte Microregional and Transporte Intercantonal and look for the MINAS ticket office.  (MINAS buses are red.)
At the Minas office, ask for a ticket to Nanegal (not Nanegalito.)  The bus fare is $2.50.  Your seat number and the number of the bus will be on your ticket. The bus doesn’t always say Nanegal on the front so check with the driver. (NB Do not get a bus saying ‘La Delicia.’ There are lots of La Delicias which are not ours!)

Monday to Friday, buses leave at 12 noon, 1.30pm, 3pm and 4.40pm. On Saturday buses leave at 7.am, 10.30am, 12 noon, 1.45pm and 4.40pm. On Sunday buses leave at 7.am, 10am, 1.30pm, 3pm and 4.40pm. Buses can be full so it’s best to buy your ticket at least half an hour beforehand. Bus times change so please check with us before you come.
(If you would like to leave earlier than 12 noon on a weekday, you can catch a bus from La Ofelia to Nanegalito instead of Nanegal and then get a truck from there to the Office( Nanegal) or foot of the trail (the truck costs $25.) Please ask for more details.)
As the bus leaves Quito, it passes the Mitad del Mundo (the monument on the Equator line) and then winds into the cloudforest. After around one and a half hours you come to the small town of Nanegalito. Stay on the bus for a further 20 minutes until you get to the small town of Nanegal. The bus will let you off in the square. Here you can hire a pickup truck to the foot of the trail to Santa Lucía. Various people have transport including Vicente Molina or Walter de la Torre. (Ask in any shop in the square.)
To ask for a ride you can say: ‘¿Puede hacer una carrera hasta Santa Lucía?’ It should cost you $15. 
The truck trip takes approximately 45 minutes and the driver will leave you at the end of the road, to Saint Lucia. Where you will start your hike up to Santa Lucía lodge.
It is signposted to Santa Lucía all the way. The lodge is at the top of a peak at 1,900 metres with panoramic views. WELCOME!
It is straightforward getting to the lodge but if you do get lost call 2 157 242. There are telephone cabinas in the square in Nanegal. 
NB It is possible to hike the whole way from the bus stop up to Santa Lucía (it takes three to four hours in total.) If you would like to do this please ask for details. 

Getting back to Quito from Santa Lucía

The hike back from Santa Lucía will take you from half an hour to one hour to the foot of the trail and it is a further 45 minutes by pickup truck to Nanegal where you can catch the bus back to Quito. (Hiking the whole way back to Nanegal is possible – it is along a mostly flat rural road and would add two to three hours to your journey.)

Monday to Thursday there is a bus that leaves Nanegal at 9.30am arriving in Quito at 11am. We can provide you with an early breakfast and book you a car from the foot of the trail to Nanegal to ensure that you make the bus. 

Monday to Thursday there is a bus that leaves Nanegal at 9:30 a.m. arriving  in Quito at 11 a.m. We can  provide you with an early breakfast and  book you a car from the foot of the trail to Nanegal to ensure that you make the bus. The other option is a bus that leaves at 11:30 from Nanegal and arriving in Quito at 13:30 in the afternoon.

On Fridays there is a bus that leaves at 3:00 pm  in the afternoon and arriving  in Quito at 5:00 pm in the afternoon.

Saturdays and Sundays there are buses leaving throughout the day.

If you would like to leave later than 9.30am Monday through Thursday, we can book you a pickup truck from the foot of the trail on to Nanegalito where you can pick up buses to Quito throughout the day. It takes one and a half hours on the bus from Nanegalito to Quito. The ride in the pickup truck to Nanegalito costs $20

NB If you are planning to go on to the coast, you can also pick up buses going in that direction from Nanegalito.
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