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	COOPERATIVA DE CONSERVACIÓN Y DESARROLLO COMUNITARIO SUSTENTABLE “SANTA LUCÍA”

	
	Acuerdo Ministerial N0. 068            Telf: 02 2 157 242              administracion@santaluciaecuador.com



Code of Conduct for Volunteers
Around the world, experience has shown that tourism and foreign visitors can have both positive and negative impacts on the natural environment and on communities. By volunteering at Santa Lucia you are playing an essential part in creating sustainable alternatives to conventional farming and to the conservation of the forest. We ask for your help to ensure that your stay here is indeed beneficial for local people, and that it does not damage either the environment or the well-being of our community.
We enjoy sharing our way of life with visitors and firmly believe that both volunteers and local people can benefit by meeting and learning about each others’ lives. You will receive a warm welcome at Santa Lucia and in turn we ask that you are respectful of our community and its norms and culture, which may be different to your own.  Please be aware that your actions have an impact that extends beyond your stay and which affect both the well-being and reputation of Santa Lucía and the well-being of the community as a whole.
We ask that you are considerate towards your fellow volunteers, other visitors, staff, neighbours in La Delicia and members of the wider community in Nanegal. To this end, we ask that you take note of the following:

Alcohol.  
We ask that you if you drink alcohol, you do so responsibly.  Irresponsible behavior induced by the use of alcohol will not be tolerated and in the case of repeated drunkenness, volunteers may be asked to leave. You should bear in mind that being drunk may put your personal safety at risk.
Illegal Drugs.  
The use of illegal drugs (including ‘soft’ drugs) is not permitted under any circumstances.  If you are found to be using drugs you will be asked to leave.  The use of drugs in this community is both uncommon and taken very seriously.  Please respect this cultural norm. Penalties in Ecuador for the possession of drugs are severe.
Cigarettes.  
For the health and safety of all, smoking is not permitted inside either the lodge or the volunteer house.

Romantic Relationships. 
Romantic relationships within the context of different cultures can have serious impacts on the visitor, the local resident, and the community.  The special attention that visitors receive may be mistaken for personal attraction and the romanticism more common in Latin cultures may be mistaken for strong feelings.  The local resident may develop expectations that the relationship will continue and lead to emigration to your home country.  The local resident may also consequently have a difficult time dating other local residents.  The community may be affected by the alteration of norms for sexual behavior, a feeling of under appreciation among local women, and disrupted pre-existing relationships. 
You should be aware that in rural towns such as Nanegal, overt sexual behaviour is considered disrespectful by many in the community. It may also be interpreted as an invitation to have sexual relations. 
Quiet Time.  
Out of courtesy to all our visitors, staff, and neighbours we request that with the exception of pre-arranged parties, everyone is quiet by 9pm in the lodge and 10pm in the volunteer house at the weekend. Please be aware that aside from during fiestas, most people in Nanegal tend to go to bed early and don’t appreciate noise in the town square after 9pm.
Guests of Visitors.  
For the safety of all, we ask that you are conscientious about who you invite to the volunteer house.  The volunteer houses both our office and the valuables of you the volunteers.  Overnight guests are not permitted.  
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